Friends.of Brandy Bottolii Célllery

Photo1 ¢ Volunteers at work in the foundations of the Lancashire boilers in the New Boileinataae The black strips
are sections of old conveyor beltd to protect the brick flooring after excavation.

There have beetwenty six work jartiesin 2023at Brandy Bottom since the last newsletterjnging the total for the year to
forty. There has beenfarther four work partiesin Januaryand Februar®024. Work partiesin July and Augug023
concentrated on getting the site ready for the Heritage Open DA®Ds)butthereafterthere has been work ohoth the
EggendedBoiler andLancashirdoiler settings as well as the water distribution network

Brandy Bottom wsopen to the public on Saturday 09 and Sunday 10 September as part bfQBsscheme. Total visitor
numbersweretwo hundred and twenty fourcompared tahree hundred and sixteeim 2022 andwo hundred and eighteen
in 2021.

Progress: May 2023 z February 2024

We would like to welcome Badnd Franko the volunteer group

The initial stage of rebuilding the brickwork at the neghast end
of the Egeended Boiler settings was completed, as can be sg
from photo 2 on the right

Derek arranged for a drone survey of ttog of the walls of the
Cornish Engine House May. The survey was used to plan whages
needed to be done to the tops of the walls, something that co
not be done from ground level. One of teaerveyviews is shown
as photol0. This has been annotated to show the positions
the Egegended Boiler settings, and those of the Lancashi
Boilers. A scaffolding tower was built in June on the outside
the southeast wall of the Horizontal Engine Hougdotos 12
and 13), in addition to the tower on the inside of the walThis
has allowedomefallenstonesabove the windowo be replaced.

In addition, wids in the wall have been pressure grouted tu
increase the stability of the structureThe extent of the damage on the outside of the wall can be seen in ghgtwhile

Photo2 ¢ The completed repairs to the bottom section of
the wall seen in photo 26 of the previous newslettep @6).
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photo 15is a view of the same area after the repairs were complet€de inside tower was dismantled at the beginning of
August(photo 16), while the outside onevasleft up until after the HDDs

The volunteer gang moved into thidew Boiler area irdune
(photol), hitherto the preserve of Tim and his soridore of the
two brick bases of the boiler settingsave beenuncovered

23). The latter had a layesf dark material covering the floor 2,
(photo 25), thought to be compacted coal dustlany of the clay | ¢
and fire bricks in this area are badly decomposadd
conservation work started after the HODBhoto31 shows Ken
and Mick at work on the Lancashire Boiler settings nearest
Cornish Engine House in November, while Hamish is workin
the settings furthest away in photé2, and Steve ksworkingon
the Eggended Boiler settings photo33. Photos35to 40were
taken between November2023 and January 2024nd show
work in progress in both the New Boiler area and the-&yted

Boiler settings Photo42 was taken in January and shows thiE e PR B s s §

rebuilt brickwork2 ¥ G KS [ | y Ol & K kduded up2 Phot3 ¢ The southeastern end of the Lancashire Boile

against the winter weather. setting furthest from the Cornish Engine House (S
comments about the brick floor on3). (30 cmyellow/black

The bricksin the floors of the two boiler setting are laid ir scales)

different orientations ¢ those in the setting adjacent to the

Cornish Engine House are laid across the line of the Kpiterto 3) while those in the other setting run along the line of the

boiler (photo22). Both Steve H and Derek have visited the Lancashire boilempsat the Crofton Pumping Station and brought

back photos of the layouthere to help with our understanding of the Brandy Bottom layout.

John has spent several work parties cleaning the cast i
window framesthat Hamish obtained (photd! right), often
working in isolation from the rest of the crew. His attempts
recover some of the glass panbave beenfrustrated bythe
ancientrockhard putty. The plan is to fit these framewith
Perspex as the gting to the windows of the Horizontal Engine
House. This might make the HEH slightly less draughty dur
winter lunch breaks, when everybody sitell wrapped up teat
0 KSAN MR SOEE& S WilNsdmelkbtiyicBse the
windowsé¢

Work has continuedod KS aAd5Qa 41 G SNeR
area around the end of two metal pipes beside the Egded |
Boiler has been excavated. These had been previously trace
running from thechambernear the New Pit vehicle entrance
Photo 45 showsthe area after excavation, whilehpto 33 of Photo 4 ¢ John cleaning one of the cast iron window fram
Newsletter N 36 was takerbefore work started Photo47shows  that will be fitted into the window openings of the Horizontz

the position of the pipe end relative to the Eggded Boiler Engine House.

settings. We have not decided exactly what the function of the

pipes was, but their positioat one endbeside the Eggnded Boilersettings and the connection at the other to the drainage
chamber suggest that they may have been used to drain or-diown the boiler. There had been a lot of rain before the work

party on 03 January, and the sound of running water was heard in the chamber by the New Pit vehicle gate. Another pipe wa:
traced running from the chamber, this time along the path leading to the nearbfptipto 50). Howeveythis was not the

source of the sound as it ended in a disconnected pipe (ph8toand we did not discover where the sound was coming from.
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Several work partiesm July and Augustoncentrated on getting the site ready for the Heritage Open Qid@Ds) Steve H and
John worled on the treads of the steps leading from the top of the Old Pit heapstead to the platform outside the Cornish
Engine Houséphotos52 and53). Some of the treads were loose as thicks holding the securingcrewshad split. These
brickshave beenreplaced, and holes drilled into them to secure new scre@s others the mortar between the top two
courses of brickBashad to be relaid. Bob(photo 54)and Kerworkedon the ramp up the Old Pit heapstead ranihe original

steps cut into the earth have been replaced with a set of stone skdigg onwooden risers Thelatter have beerinserted

to retain the soil(photo 55). Pete W put up a sign on the top of tid Pit heapstead (photb6) advertising oupart in the
Heritage Open Days schemélamishworked in the Cornish Engine House, rebuilding the area around the missing holding
down bolt on the soutkeast side of the engine bed (phobd). He has replaced the tiles that were vandaliséth spares that
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have been uncovered on sitd?hoto58 shows this area after he had finisheMarek built a gat€photos 59 and 60) to stop
visitorsfalling intothe Vertical Engine House, while John workechwarking the edges of drop off with warning tape (photos
61-63).

Most of the remainingparts of the original boundary fencleave now beememoved leaving just the sections adjacent to the
batches at each end of the site. The has made it easigrassersby to look through the new fence at the buildingd.has
alsomade it easier for us to maintain the area insite fence.

The investigation into the maker of the firebrick seen in photo 19 of the last newslettd6)Hontinues.The besteadso far

has been an advertisement in volume 15 (1866) of the splendidly nalmehal of Gas Lighting, Water Supphd Sanitary
Improvement In it, E Baker and Co are offerifigebricks, gas retorts, garden edgings and ornate house bricks from premises
AY [2YR2yQa tFRRAYy3IG2y® ¢ KS | RiRbiddya factodeeBtrd S afiilaa & Gf MyEAS A &Y
thea K2NIiSald y2iGdA0Sd¢

When lookngfor information on Brandy BottommAndrew Perrin, ;
I FNASYR 2F 5SNB1Qasz TF2dzyR 1 =
Whitefield. Stuck mside the front cover is the certificate seenil |

w»
=
(0]

photo 5 on the right which had beengiven to a Parkfield £ /F”“‘“‘h‘bh’ 4 .
employee at Christmas 1860t was given to Alfred Crofthe o A ,/ //// vipt %1/((}91 f
name will have to be confirmed by someone familiar with" 19 /// 7/

Century handwritinggnd signed by Henry Wethereddenry was ¥ ”“/ B '//)r///7 Gy

one of the partners in Parkfield, together with his father Willian //” ?/f”‘""”’/’””" /””’

brothers Joseph and Edwin, and brothiedaw Handel Cossham, | 2. ; /
Joser examination showed that theertificate hal been glued | | | /// = ol /(Z//M(W/’/ é%fﬂ’
to the front cover after the hingéiad beenrepaired The two B3 L

cannot therefore be directly connectedVhitefield, also known
as Whitfield, was an #8CenturyAnglican clergymaandone of
the founders of the Methodist movement. As Handel Cossh:
was a Methodist lay preachett, is possible thathe may have
0SSy GKAYlAYy3 2F (KS SYLX 2 & Sritly Speakinghiddsindithing to dSAitIFBraNdy Baitdtr: G/
as the date is some eleven years befdi¢ethered,Cosshan& Wetheredtook over the lease of Brandy Bottontowever it

is an interesting pointer to the attitude of the compaRyanagement towards its workersAndrew also found th@hoto of

the Crown Collieries in Warmldphoto 64) in a separate searchThisphoto is slightly differentfrom the ones in the BIAS
Journal R4 (1971 andon p.10 ofti K S { Dmok:Kifigswood Coalvhere itis captioned as a 19Century printin both.

Those two show a small building with a chimney in the background on the right hand side, and that building is missing from
the version in photo 64.It may have been too difficult to fit the whole of the drawing in Kingswood Coal ontsitteeof
photographic paper used for photo 64, so thérad to besomeW 6 2 R i thg’ dhuRroom

Photo5 ¢ Certificate glued to the inside of a book on the lit
of the Rev. Georae Whitefield.

Daphne and Ann have continued to tend the flower beds, including the new one in the Ol
enclosure (phot®5). The area around the latter was sewn with grass seed, just in time for
visitors to the HODs to walk all over the newly emergeawth. (Thegrass seedlingsusvived)
Tarquin devised the QR code seenphoto 6 on the right, whichdirects viewers to the main
Brandy Bottom site of the website pies will be displayean notice boards outsidehe
boundary fenceand it has also been used in some of our advertising ®P2023Heritage Open
Days. It will be added to all our advertising as the various artworks are updated.

In June here was a prarranged tour okighteenpeople from the Retired Members Associatio
ofthe NASUWT S | O K S Nihen StieyeH drganised the guidé¥e would like to thank them Photo6c QR code for

for their donation to the project funds.In Julytwo people from the KingswooHistory Society main  Brandy Bottom

paid a visit guided by Steve.GHeand Mark B werghe guidesin Septemberfor a group of 35  page of website.

people who had been attendingi KS ! aa2O0A GA2Y T2 BBOLANRGIE u v 1 tonaonl S22
Gonference and AGM This had beeheld in Bathoverthe preceding weekend.

Oneresultof 4§ S@S DQa -effotRwastheldeiptof ©aime 1973 photos of the sitaken by Terry EvansiWe would

like to thank him for letting us have the copiasd permission to use themThree have been included with this newsletter.

The first, seen as photd, was taken looking northwards with the chimney on the right. The cottages are in the centre, and
the broad path to their left is the old track bed of the railway after the rails have been removed. There are two things of
interest in this photagthefra & A& GKS @ASg 2F GKS O2d4dGlF3Sao L) GAEE y2q«
photo in newsletter R 30, taken at some time betweeh965 and 197), or the vertical viewof the 1940s or 1950s aerial
surveys. Now we can seeeface of the building, and it looks as if two of the windows are boarded over with corrugated iron
sheets. The other item of interest is the appearance of the Parkfield chimney in the distkarty visibljust above the left

hand side of the cottagesThe trees in betweerBrandy Bottom and Parkfielthve grown since 1973, and Bgptember2014
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the Parkfield chimnegould just be seen above the trees when looking from the top oBttandy Bottonthimney(photo 66).
Photo67¢ 1+ a GF 1Sy FTNRY | NRdzyR G(KS aly$S LRAYyG a GKS wmdocp L
comparison between the two shows the progress of the collapse of the reash wall of the Cornish Engine Houshoto 68

shows the bed of the railway talked about on p.26 of the report, emslhad been removed during the extension of the clay

pit.

Photo7 ¢ 1973 photo looking north, with the Brandy Bottom chimney on the right and the cottages in the middle. The chim
Parkfield can just be made out in the distance. (See comments3or®d.erry Evans, 1973)

September 2023 Heritage Open Days

Brandy Bottomwas open on Saturday 09 and Sunday
September as part of thdODs Thele was a total 0R24 visitors: |\
88(82adults ands children) on the Saturday ariB6(114adults K
and 22 children) on the SundayThis compares ta total of316 =
in 2022, 218 in 2021 and 182 in 2019. We did not take part.-
2020when Covid was at its heighWisitornumbers are showing
an upwards trend, and thapparentsurge of visitors in 2022 may#
be dueto many places not taking part in the HODs following t
death of Queen Elizabeth.

We would like to thankMark W andTracy for running the
refreshmentsfor the second yeaand once agairdonating the
proceedingsto the AIBT Daphne and Amaran the stall that
combined a South Gloucestershire Mines Research Gr¢™=
bookgalls LI |y ] 30 f ésélectiorydvﬁ seohditaifd y Photo8 ¢ A tour party inside the Cornish Engine House duri
books. This year Derek suggested we obtain a card reader ¢ HODS weekend.

allow visitors to donate by card as well as by cdshvas used by both the refreshment gazebo and bleek stall, so it is not
possible to split the don&dns between the two.After deductirg the takingsof the booksall, and other expenses associated
with the event we received476in donations. Book sales included seven copies of the Brandy Bottom Historical Report.
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The site model was odisplay in the Horizontal Engine Hous|
(photos 72 and 73), and Hamish spent most of the weeken
talking to visitors aboutitl  Af S& yR tSGS
old job ofdirectingpassersby towards reception This was run
by Bob and Marek, who also had the job of allocatthg
following guides to thetours: Derek, Hamish, John, Ken, Mic
Steve H, Pete W, and Robin. Bob and Matsé hit on the idea §
of announcing the impending departure of a tour with sever
loud blasts on an air horathe same horn that Jeff used to
announce the welcome start of the lunch break during wo
parties.

The number of visitors given above does not inclubese
passershy, mainly cyclists, who stopped off for cake and coff¢
but who did not look around the siteAlso excluded are the
visitors to Phil Ro® pottery workshop, which used his
redesigned #n seen in phot&Zl. The new kiln is more compac
than the original version, which can be seenpimoto 22 of
newsletter N 33, and Phil very kindly donated the surplus firebrickauto Some of these have already been used in the
conservation work in the New Boiler area.

Photo9 ¢ Hamish built this model of marrow gauge trucklt
has been mounted on two lengths of high hat rail.

The span ofdates for the2024 HOD&ave been announced &to 15 Septemberand we have provisionally set Saturday 07
and Sunday 08 as the dates for Brandy Botibin 2 LISY A y 3

Visitor Access, Future Work Parties , and Joining In

At presentthere is onlyvisitor access to the siten days when there is a work party in progredsis usually possible to give
individualsod YI £ f 3INBdzLJda | 3JdzA RSR {0 2 dzNA JR é@z)A i R ShintRnt@iépentistod liath thd A S a
number of volunteers present and the work in progrepecial arrangements can be made for parties of 10 or people

by making contact through our email addressrgd@aibt.org

The dates fowork parties in2024 are: Saturday 06, Wednesday 17, Saturday 27 April; Wednesday 08, Saturday 18, Wednesday
29 May; Saturday 08, Wednesday 19, Saturday 29;JMMeelnesday 10, Saturday 20, Wednesday 31 July; Saturday 10,
Wednesday 21, Saturday 31 August; Saturday 07and Sunday 08 September (both provisional HOD dates), Saturday 1
Wednesday 25 September; Saturday 05, Wednesday 16, Saturday 26 October; Wedne&tyrdéy 16, Wednesday 27
November; Saturday 07, Wednesday 18 December

Please note that work parties, and their starting and finishing times, may be altered at short nétiitors are welcome
between 10.30 am and 3 pm, but these témare notfixed as we may start later and/or finish earlier. Because of this,
newcomers who would like to join a work pagpiouldF A NB G YIF 1S O2y il OG @Aimfo@aiktSrg AL. ¢ Q
responsible adult must always accompany youngsters

Wewould like to thank the volunteers and nehy residents who keep an eye on the site when there are no work parties in
progress.

There is a location map on a dedicated page of the welsitev.aibt.org together with directions on how to reach the site.
This page can be found by a link on the main Brandy Bottom project pEgere have been no announcements about the
South Gloucestershire Coungibposal to clos€oxgrove Hil/lRoman Ro#althrough traffic. Nor has there been any progress
on our suggestion on accessing Brandy Bottom from one of the roads on the nearby housing estate.

Information on the AIBT Website

There are cogs of allearliernewsletters on the Archive page of thelL . weksiéie www.aibt.org TheBrandy Bottom section
has pages coveringbrief history of the pitandreportson work partiesas well agnany photographs othe buildings, work
parties, artefacts and structures discoverathd of some of the wildlife and wildflowers
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Photo10 ¢ Annotated aerial photo of the Cornish Engine House
(middle), Eggended Boiler setting@op right) and Lancashire
Boiler settings (left), taken in May 2023. (Drone photo © Toby
Hore, 2023)

scaffolding was bei built outside the Cornish Engine House. Photo14¢ The outside of thesoutheast wall of the Cornish

b Hae bl (IR ] Engine House. The area just above the window opening shows
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Photo12 ¢ Hamish building the scaffolding tower outside the
southS1 aGSNYy ¢ttt 2F (GKS / 2NYyAak
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Photo16 ¢ Hamish and Marek dismantling the scaffolding tower
inside the Cornish Engine House.

Photo17 ¢ The inside of the soutkast wall of the Cornish Engine
House after repairs were completed.

Pyt w i o
Photo18¢ View of the excavations in the New Boiler arekhe
photo was takenin Julyfrom the top of the OldPit heapstead,

with the north-east wall of the Cornish Engine House on the right.

Page7

Phot020c The number tents do not signify any particular areas
of interest, but act as a key to other photteken of the area
(12 m black/whiterangingpole, 30 cm yellow/black scae

L S =

Photo21 ¢ One of several Bovey firebricks found when clearing
the area seen in the photo above.
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Photo22 ¢ Brick floor othe boiler settingfurthest away from the
Cornish Engine Hous&he brick courses in this setting run along
the length of the settingSee comment on B). (1 m black/white
rangingpole, 30 cm yellow/black scale)

)

Photo23 ¢ Partially excavated bay to the nor#ast of the boiler
settings. Thiss where the firebars seen in phof&Y were found

Photo24 ¢ The solid floor has been uncovered:he floor was
covered with a layer of dark material, seen in clogein the

following photo(25). (1 m black/whiterangingpole)

Pages

Photo25¢ Closeup of the area seen in‘theaop left of the
previous photo 24) during excavation. This shows the dark
material sitting on te floor.(3 cm yeIIow/bIac scale)

\ N

Photo26¢ A layer of a fine brown depositseen here

marked by two arrowshas been found in various other

locations within the boiler settig.
) #

Photo27 ¢ Two complete firebars were found when removing
spoil from the most nortkeasterly part of the New Boiler
excavations.(30 cmyellow/blackscale)
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Phot628c Mare
the two brick boiler bases in the New Boiler aréte is using as a
reference point the top of a ladder, which was levelled with the

g

aid of the yellow spirit Ieel seen jus behind him

i X .' = s

Photo29 ¢ Steve H and Marek lookver the excavations in the
New Boiler area at the end of a work party.

i . z Ja

Photo30¢ Steve H and Hamish stand on the top of the flues in
the New Boiler area, discussing the layout with Steweh® is
standingon the bank above.

Paged

Photo31¢ Ken and Mick working on the conservation o
brickwork of Lancashire boiler settings nearest the Cornish Engine

Housein NovemberX
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hoto33cX YR
ended Boiler settings.
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Photo34 ¢ Peter R and Steve H move a length of conveyor belting ~ Photo37 ¢ Marek, Hamistand Steve H work on the Eggded
from a storage point. Boiler settings while Mick and Kerork on the Lancashire Boiler
PLES 5 settings.

W Ve = Y
Photo35¢ Steve H works on rebuilding brickwork at the soeuth bl A b S RN
westendoftheEgE Y RSR . 2Af SNJ S GAy 34 Rhoto38¢In the foreground Hamish and Marek are backfilling
i g ; e 2 = with concrete, while in the background Ken can be seen building
up a brickpillar
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Photo36¢X 6 KAES I YAAaKEZ YSy
end of the Lancashire boiler settings.

N b -
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Photo39 ¢ Hamish, Bob, Pete W and Derek watch Steve H at work
at the southern end of the Egended Boiler settings.
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Photo40¢ Pete W and Steve Hbackfiling the newly built
brickwork on the southwest end of the Eggnded Boiler settings
with concrete

Photo41¢ The brickwork at the eastern end of the Lancashire
Boiler settings during the rebuilgNote the rebuilt brick arch over

the recess in the wall at the back left)
' -, glh R ;e

Photo42¢ X ! iiRanuary 2024, after the area had been

covered up for the winter.

Pagell
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Photo43 ¢ A layer of dark material, possibly compacted coal dust,
was found in the flue to the east of the Egagded Boiler settings.
Here its position is marked by an arrow, while there is a elgse

in the following photo 44).

Photo45 ¢ The Eggended Boiler end of the two pipes connected
to the sumpby the gate tathe New Pityard (See comments on
p.2) Thse view was taken fronthe southwest.. (Twol m
black/white ranging poles)

e
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Photo47 ¢ The pipesisown in photo45can be seeiat the top of
the photo, just below the open gate. HE settings of the Egg
endedboiler are out of sight on the right(© K Kemp, 2024

TE
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Photo48 ¢ Hamish works on theettings of the Eggnded Boiler
on the left, while Peter R watches Steve H and Marek at work in
the flue. Ken has his head down in the foreground.

Pagel2
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Photo49 ¢ The disconnected end of the pipe that runs from the
chamber beside the vehicle gate to the New Pit yard. (see
comments on [2)

3,

X

PhotoSO A Ioctin shot for the positionf the pipe seen in the
previous photo49), marked by the bricks(© D Hore, 2024)

Photo51 ¢ Derek and Mick standing by the end of the pipe seen
in photo49.
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