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(Photosl1-26 are onpage3 onwards The photoabove, showingte chimney,Old Pitheapsteacand the Cornish Engine Houseas takerfrom the top of the
Horizontal Engine House Deember2019 The photo shows the area in winter, and can be compared to the summer and autumn views seen in Newsletters
24 and 25 respectively

Thee have been11work partiessince the last newstter. The6 at the end of 2019 brought thtal for the year
to 43andthere has beerb so far in 2020.

We have received two grants which will allow us to complete the stabilisation phase of the project.

Work focussed on the Cornish Engine House, where spoil was removed downhastestructures below the
presentwater table. There werthree sessions in the under croft of the Horizontal Engine Hauseainy days.

Ibstock Enovert Trust and Enovert Comm unity Trust Grants

The AIBT would like to thamike Ibstock Enovert Trust for their grant of £080 and the Enovert Community Trust
for their grant of £41000. The grants will allow us to complete the stabilisation phase of the projedhes
contractors will be working orthe buildings irboth the Old and the New PitsThey will also install new boundary
fences around both enclosures. At the time of writing contractors vibeieg asked to tender for the work. We
received a grant from the formen 2017, but this is the first time that we have applied to the latter. More
information about the two trusts can be found on their websites.

Progress: November 2019 z February 2020

In November a space had to be levelled in the New Boiler area ¢oatiasither bag to hold the fine spoil excavated

from the condenser pit (photd). Digging out the top layers of the ground uncovered the brick structure seen in
photo 2 and probing with a rod suggested that there is a firm surface sovbiedt below the level of the bricks.

Much to the regret of the digger this had to be covered up again after photographing the areartly because

the space was needed for the bag and more importantly because there are too many unfinished items on the
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mentioned in the 1900 sale catalogue and intend to return to explore it at a later date.

1lbstock Enovert Trushttps://www.enovert.co.uk/Trusts/Ibstock+Enovert+Trust
Enovert Community Truslittps://www.enovert.co.uk/TrustéEnovert+Community+Trust
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There was further work in the under croft of the Horizontal Engine Housthra® rainy daysin October and
November the sort of days thatre fortunately rare Rubblewas removed from the central aisle, uncovering a
layer of a tarry material This is probably a mixture of the grease used on the winding ropes with oil from the
machineryand has quite a strong smelPhoto6 shows a recovered budflosed brick coated with the stuffltcan

be removed by scrapingothe bricks can be reused at a later daWe also foundhree fragments of white pottery
(photo 8). In the photo these have begnined togetheron temporary basisusingSellotape to show they form
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More spoil was removed from the condenser pit of the Cornish Engine HaMsehave now reached the base of
the condenser pit some 12 feet below the main floor of the building. This is below the water table amorkieg
area has to be pumped obiefore work starts. Roto 12 was takerat the start of a work party in Februabgfore
pumpingcommenced As for the source some of it will be rainwater, some may be ground water seeping in.

A number of wooden planks have been recoversmme of
which can be seen jphoto 13. These may have been pa
of a wooden box around the condenser, similar to the o
seen on thel786 Boulton and Watt steam engine in thg
National Museum of Scotlanith Edinburgh (More details
can be found on their websitehttps://www.nms.ac.uk
Two more planks can be seen stilkitu in photol4, which
also shows how wet #bottom of the excavation isThe
artefact seen on the right was found buried in the spoil
the bottom of the pit. The lefhand sidein the photois
made of a rubbery material, which is attached to the met
plate on the right. Exalgt what it did is still a mystery
Another find is a piece of glass tubing, which may have
been used teshowthe water level in a vessel.

Hamish has been surveying the levels in the vaneater shafts dottedaround the site. When completed this may
give us andea of how they are connectedhe water level
at the base of the condenser pit does not appear to
connected to the water level in thehaft outside the
Vertical Engine House.

A Victorian 1859 6d piece was discovered in some spo
the lastnewsletter (N 25) was being written, and is th
only coin found so far at Brandy Bottom. Itisin very p
condition, worn and with broken edges. The obver
(photo right 5 mm grid has a bust of the young Quee
Victoria, while the reverse has the o W& A E
enclosed by an oak wreath surmounted by a cro
Records show it would have been minted from a 92.

silver alloy.

There was also some preparatory wark the top of the [#&
New Pit heapsteadhead of the arrival of theontractors & .
The inention is to lay a waterproof membrane above thf
line of the passageway between the Horizontal Engi
House and the heapstead proper. This will protect t|
brick roof of the passage from frost damage in wintd
Drains will also be laid to stop rainwatpooling in this | -
area. The piece of light railway points seen the right(30 |
cm scalewas discovered when a piece of loose concre.
on the path side of the heapstead was lifted. Squaets |
of the rails show signs of heavy wear, so it may have be}
dumped after replacement.The lump of concretewhich
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has some light gauge rails were embedded igah) be seemarked with an arrown photo23. Photo24 shows
the artefact lying where it was found under the lump.

As can be seen from phofb, Jeff has completed the safety railings around the platfoutside the southwest
wall of the Cornish Engine House.

Visitor Access, Future Work Parties , and Joining In

At presentvisitor access to the site is limited to days when there is a work party in proghessusually possible
to give small groups a guided tour during the work parfleg | -uptoin tENdaYY o thalugh dhiscannot be
guaranteedas it depends on there beirmnoughvolunteers presenand what is being doneSpecial arrangements
can be made for parties of 10 or mgpeopleby making contact through our email addressrdb@aibt.org

The dates for work parties in 2020 are:

Saturday 07, Wednesday 18, Saturday 28 Mdgsetturday 04, Wednesday 15, Saturday 25 Apailurday 09,
Wednesday 20, Saturday 30 M&aturday 06, Wednesday 17, Saturday 27 ;J8aturday 04Wednesday 15,
Saturday 25 Julysaturday 01, Wednesday 12, Saturday 22 Ay@attirday 05, Saturday 12 and Sunday 13
(Heritage Open Daydrovisional), Wednesday 23 Septemtgaturday 03, Wednesday 14, Saturday 24 October
Saturday 07, Wednesday 18, @alay 28 NovembelSaturday 05, Wednesday 16 December

Please note that work partiesnd their starting and finishing timesay be altered at short noticeThe nominal
opening times are between 1B0am and3 pm, but these timings are ndixed so we mg start later andor finish
earlier. Because of this,ewcomerswho would like to join a work partgr pay a visiare advised to first make
Oz2y it 06 @Al (KS Infb@aibbdy Y8uvgstareither RsR/NiBra ér aspdrt of a working party,
must always be accompanied by a responsible adult

At presentthere is only a small team working othe conservation, so newcomers are welcome to pay a visit and
see if they would like to join inThe workvaries, sometimes excavating spoil ardordingboth the buried objects
and the structures that have been revealeat others rebuilding and repointinpasonrywalls Any major
rebuilding required, such as the work on the chimney and the edges of #igsteads is done by contract masons.
Other tasks includ&eeping the vegetation under controlf you would like to find out more about work partias
Brandy Bottom please contact us by emailiafo@aibt.org

Thee is alocation map on a dedicated page of the wehsitev.aibt.org together with direction®n howto reach
the site. This pagean be found bwsinga link on the maiBrandy Bottom project page.

Information on Webs ite

There are coms of allearlier newsletters on the Archive page of the website/w.aibt.org TheBrandy Bottom
section has pages coveriagrief history of the pitand reportson work partiesas well aover 500 photographs
of the buildings, work parties, artefacts and structures discovered, and the wildflowers and insects.

Photographs (August z November 2019)
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Photo1 ¢ Ken, Jeff, Mick and Mark adjusting the frame used to Photo2 ¢ A closeup of the brickwork found buried under the
hold bags open. area used for spoil storagé€See comments onlp 30 cm scale)
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Photo4 ¢ Mick working in the central aislef the under croft in
the Horizontal Engine House.

Photoc The partilly cleared floor of the under croft, showing
the dark tarry layer under the rubble. This photo was taken a
short distance in front of the metal bucket in the previous photo.
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Phoo 6 ¢ A bullnosed brick covered in a tadike substance.
This had been found in the under croft of the Horizontal Engine
House.

Photo7 ¢ One of three fragments of white pottery found in the
undercroft. (5 mm grid)

Photo8 ¢ The three fragments have been stuck together with
Sellotape on a temporary basis to show they come from the base
of the same object. (5 mm grid)
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Photo12 ¢ The water level in the nortieast of the condenser pit
at the start of one work party.

Photo9 ¢ Peter works the hoist Iocated above the condenser pit
of the Cornish Engine House

Photo13¢ Some of the wooden planks found at the bottom of
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photographer to finish. hwe
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